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upcoming events.

Civil War Programs
September 18th & 25th

Passaic County
History Fair
October 1 - 2

Bridal Expo
October 10

Annual Beefsteak
October 18

Holiday House Boutique
November 5 - 27

Wine Tasting Party
December 9

Holiday Events
December 10 - 30

CIVIL WAR EXHIBIT
OFFERS A LOOK
INTO THE PAST
The Passaic County Historical Society is marking the 150th Anniversary of the Civil War with a
major exhibit, related programs and a Civil War Re-enactment in the fall.
The main element in the Society’s Civil War Sesquicentennial tribute is the new exhibit,
“Honoring Passaic County’s Civil War Veterans,” which focuses on Passaic County Soldiers and Sailors
who served in the War for the Union. To do so, the Society has reached into
its archives to present an extensive collection of its Civil War artifacts
assembled from material that spans over eighty years of donations from local families.
Among the impressive display of memorabilia are Civil
War items which include historical clothing, decorative
arts collections, official documents, Mathew Brady
photographs, and a death mask of General Ulysses S.
Grant. Included in the exhibition is a Passaic County
listing of all the names of the veterans who served in
the War. Visitors will have an opportunity to look up the
names of their Civil War ancestors.
Among the parade uniforms on display are those worn
by Colonel Andrew Derrom, Commander of the 25th New
Jersey Volunteer Infantry, and William Ryle, a Paterson silk
manufacturer, who served in the U.S. Navy.
A highlight of the exhibit features a portrait of Lincoln
Captain Hugh C. Irish,
on leather, along with a ribbon that mourns his death. pictured, is featured prominently in the
The ribbon was worn by Major Van Gieson thirty days exhibit. A Paterson grocer who sold his
after the assassination. Also included is a photograph store to enlist, he encouraged so many
others to enlist that he was awarded
of Lincoln that is hand painted in oil believed to be the rank of Captain. He was killed at
one of the truest, mostcharacteristic and lifelike pic- Antietam, the first to fall from his
tures of Abraham Lincoln. The original photograph was regiment. The Soldier’s and Sailor’s
Monument in Eastside Park, Paterson,
made only a short time before his assassination.
has a statue with his image.
The exhibit, which opened on August 10, 2011,
will run through October 2. It may be viewed during regular museum hours, Wednesday through
Sunday, 1 to 4 pm. Admission is $5 adults, 4 seniors, members and children under age 5, free.
cont. on page 6
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Calendar of Events
August 10

Civil War Exhibit Opening, “Honoring Passaic County’s Civil War Veteran,” a major
exhibit featuring materials from the Passaic County Historical Society’s permanent
collection.

September 7

Regular Museum Hours Resume: 1 to 4 pm, Wednesday to Sunday.

Museum: (973) 247-0085
Library: (973) 278-9337
FAX: (973) 881-9434

September 7

Quarterly Meeting, Wednesday, 7 pm, Lambert Castle. Program: Remembering the
Twin Towers on the Tenth Anniversary of 9/11, presented by Argus Kress Gillespie,
Professor of American Studies, Rutgers University.

E-mail:
lambertcastle@verizon.net

September 10

Genealogy Club Meeting. Saturday, 10 am, Lambert Castle. Program: “Paterson’s Early
Churches,” power-point presentation by Annita Zalenski.

Website:
www.lambertcastle.org

September 18

Civil War Program: “New Jersey’s Civil War Odyssey,” featuring stories of New Jersey’s
involvement in the war, presented by S. Thomas Summers, author and educator.

Officers

September 25

Civil War Program: “Discovering Your Community’s Civil War Heritage,” presented by
Steven D. Glazer. The program is based on Glazer’s recent book of the same name,
an official research manual published by the NJ Civil War Sesquicentennial Committee.

First Vice President

October 1 & 2

Passaic County History Fair, including Civil War Encampment.

Robert Hazekamp

Oct 5-Nov 4

Museum Closed to prepare for Holiday House Boutique

October 8

Genealogy Club Meeting. Saturday, 10 am, Lambert Castle, Program: Writing Your
Family History, presented by Tony Lauriano.

October 10

Bridal Expo, Monday 6 PM, Lambert Castle

October 18

Beefsteak Dinner, Tuesday, 6:30 pm, Brownstone, 351 West Broadway, Paterson,
featuring popular entertainer Uncle Floyd. $50 per person in advance.For reservations
call 973-247-0085 ext 201.

November 4

Holiday House Boutique — Preview Night, Lambert Castle, 7 pm, Wine and light
refreshments, $15 per person in advance or at door. Ticket good for 2 return visits.

November 5 – 27

Holiday House Boutique. Lambert Castle. Open Tuesday thru Friday 10 am to 9 pm,
Saturday & Sunday 10 am to 5 pm, Closed Mondays & Thanksgiving. Offering a unique
assortment of festive holiday gifts, jewelry, handmade seasonal decorations, quality
crafts, collectibles, gourmet foods and more. Admission $6, includes 3 visits.

Geraldine Mola
President

John Boyko

Second Vice President

Joseph Leone
Treasurer

Sharon Briggs
Secretary

Trustees
Maria Carparelli
Helen Mault
Dolores D. Most
Lois Paterson
Maryjane Proctor
John Pullara
Mario Rosellini
Claire Salviano
Edward A. Smyk
Linda Spirko
Robert Vermulen
John J. Veteri, Jr.
Lorraine Yurchak

November 9

Quarterly Meeting. Wednesday, 7 pm, Hawthorne Public Library. 345 Lafayette Ave.,
Hawthorne. Program: “Someone Has to Do the Dishes,” presented by Michelle La Rue,
who will, in monologue and lecture, provide the viewpoint of women, c. 1912, who were
opposed to the suffrage movement.

November 14

Honorary Life
Trustees

Genealogy Club Meeting, Saturday, 10 am, Hawthorne Public Library, program to
be announced.

December 9

Genealogy Club Holiday Brunch, 9:30 am, Hawthorne Public Library.

Norman Robertson
Edward A. Smyk

December 9

Holiday Wine Tasting Party, 7 pm, Lambert Castle, featuring wines from around the
world, sponsored by Stew Leonard's Wines of Clifton. Includes hors d’oeurves, buffet
and dessert. Admission by reservation, $50 per person.

Dec 10 &11

Christmas at the Castle, Saturday and Sunday 1-4 PM and 6-9 PM. Tour Lambert
Castle.magnificently decorated by area floral designers, plus Gingerbread House Display,
music and refreshments. Admission: adults $12, seniors $10, children over 6 years $8.
Advance tickets available.

Dec 12 – Jan 8

Lambert Castle Holiday Tours. Lambert Castle will be open daily 1-4 pm for self-guided
tours. View the magnificent decorations created by area floral designers and the
Gingerbread House Display. Admission: adults $10, seniors $8, children over 6 years $6.

December 17

Storytelling with Santa and Mrs. Claus. Lambert Castle, Saturday, 11am-12 pm, ages
2-5 years old. Admissions limited; advance reservations required: $15 for one child
and one adult; $5 for each additional child or adult.

December 30

New Year Champagne Social. Toast the New Year with special guests, Mr. & Mrs. Catholina
Lambert. Friday 7-9 PM, Lambert Castle. Two glasses of champagne and a sampling
of pastries, fruit, and chocolate confections. By reservation only, $25 per person.

Honorary Trustee
Hazel Spiegelberger

Staff
Dorothy Decker
Administrative Assistant

Henrietta Weiss, Head Docent
William Collins, Docent
Robert Esik, Docent
Linda Pabian, Librarian
Lambert Castle, a picturesque 1892 Victorian mansion
located on the Garret Mountain Reserve, is on the National
Register of Historic Places. The Castle is operated and
managed by the Passaic County Historical Society,
a not-for-profit 501(c) educational institution.
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From the President’s Desk... Geraldine Mola
adults and men, as compared to The Tea, largely for women.
The Holiday House Boutique netted us the largest dollar amount in
the history of the event — close to one-third of the Society’s total operating budget.
Museum Store. With great attention to purchasing attractive merchandise and displaying it well, the museum store has tremendously improved
sales, more than doubling the profit of last year.
Christmas activities. Because of very bad weather this year and our
holidays falling on weekends, our second year of Christmas events fell
off slightly in attendance, but the decorative arts were beautifully exhibited in the holiday decorations provided by our floral designers. Another
magnificent feature was added to the Holiday Tour this year — an exhibit
of locally baked Gingerbread houses, which impressed and fascinated
everyone who saw them.
Lambert Castle is a truly a magical place to tour during the holidays.
To insure that our beautifully bedecked museum gets the attendance it
deserves next year, the committee is already planning ways to increase
the public’s interest — such as storytelling by Mrs. Santa, and even a
Champagne Toast event to celebrate 2012.
Our Enrichment Series, introduced this year, has thus far included fine
quality musical concerts. They were received so well that this will remain
an annual attraction.
Tea at Lambert Castle has a life of its own and continues to generate
remarkable interest. We didn’t think we could top last year’s $16,000
profit or 615 guests, but we did. This year we served tea to 771, and
event proceeds exceeded $19,000.
Facility Rentals. In addition to renting the castle for events, we rewrote
the PCHS Facility Rental Policy with the intention of increasing revenue
from small, low-impact rentals of the castle, individual rooms, or the
grounds. To handle this, we established the position of facility rental manager. He reports that inquiries and contracts for facility rentals are increasing, and we have a calendar of scheduled rentals for late spring,
summer and fall.

PRESIDENT’S
ANNUAL
REPORT
May 2010 – May 2011
I am pleased to report that the
Passaic County Historical Society
has had an exceptional year. We
have held our own in some areas — and
made tremendous advances in others.
Membership — Because of the current poor economy, membership is the
single area that has gone down. Yet we still have a solid paid membership
of 377, and a very healthy body of devoted volunteers.
Except for membership, everything else is going up.
Museum Visitors — The museum has been very busy. Through museum
admissions and tours, we welcomed 5,693 visitors.
This year we added 210 unpaid visiting guests by allowing jurors and
people from Paterson City Hall to visit periodically. With 563 guests at
History Day and exhibit receptions, almost 9,400 people attending various fundraising events, plus increased numbers of people (550) coming
in from facility rentals and wedding party photos, Lambert Castle opened
its doors to more than 16,400 people.
That is an increase of almost 800 visitors over last club year – a very,
very impressive boost in attendance.
Library — The PCHS librarian left in April 2010, and college interns were
hired to handle library duties for the first half of the year. Though the position of librarian was not filled until April 2011, regular library hours were
maintained all year, due to our committed library volunteers, who were
ever present to man the library, direct researchers, and answer queries.

State of PCHS Finances
Our finances are healthy. At the end of this last fiscal year, we are
showing a strong balance of $58,148 in our operating account — and
our total assets increased by $63,185.
Part of that is due to a very profitable move to a new investment company. We transferred some of our funds to Beacon Trust at the beginning
of the year, and our increased earnings amounted to $32,630 in assets.
We also obtained $5,660 in grants to subsidize our programs and
exhibits

HOW WE’VE USED SOCIETY REVENUES
Staff
To keep the museum and library functioning properly, we maintained
our small but devoted staff. Though we worked without a full workforce
for half the Society year, we have made steady progress with staff needs.

• A federally-funded custodian has been assigned to work at the museum
25 hours a week

• A librarian was recently hired.
• The Personnel Committee is finalizing job descriptions for both a chief

Fundraising
The revenue needed to operate the museum and library begins with
membership dues and admission fees, but must be augmented by considerable fundraising.
Emphasis on development has been steadily growing and provides a
tremendous boost to our bottom line. In the last four years, Society income has increased by about $40,000 annually from different fundraising methods and events we are offering to the public. Such events are
not just for making money — they are designed to attract people to the
Museum, appeal to different segments of the population, and offer varying experiences that show the Castle, the Society and our mission in a
positive light. As examples we offer the Wine Tasting Social for younger

•

operating staff person and curator, positions which are anticipated will
be filled within the next few months.
Related to staffing, we purchased and are installing a Time Clock system,
which will more efficiently document staff and also volunteer time.

Programming and Member Benefits
To provide members with expected benefits, this year the Society has
sponsored or provided:
• History Day, footing the bill for historical and cultural societies throughout
the County to network and enjoy special programs.
• Two Civil War Encampments
3

Annual Report cont. from page 3

carpeting will be obtained for the Antique Show and Holiday Boutique.
We are upgrading security. We’ve authorized funds to “tweak” the current
alarm system and are adding video surveillance. The Board allocated
over $4,000 to set up inconspicuously placed video cameras and a monitor to observe images for better safety and to better secure the building
and our Collections.
Another wonderful upgrade we’ve seen this year is the Society’s sound
system. This was purchased through a generous donation from Helen
Mault, and we finally have an audio system that is workable for meetings
and events.
We also have formulated plans to make optimum use of available
space in the Castle. Primary goal at the moment is to empty the third
floor round room so that we will have a work area for the curator and
others who are involved in long-range museum projects. This should be
accomplished next year,

• Funding for ten programs for Society Quarterly Business meetings and
Genealogy Club meetings

• Printing and mailing of six newsletters — two PCHS and four Genealogy Club
• Seven exhibits on varied subjects: Jenny Tuttle Hobart, Paterson Youth
•
•
•

Photography Project, Coro d’Italia, Return of the King (Martin Luther King),
Teapots, Antique Fans, and Canals of New Jersey.
Five receptions — four for exhibits, one for new members
Appreciation luncheon at the Brownstone to thank active volunteers
Continue to keep Library open three afternoons a week and two
Saturdays per month

PCHS Collection
A major concern for a very long time has been the lack of insurance
for our Collection. For the first time, insurance has become available that
will protect our Collection — even what is not yet assessed — at a cost
the Society can afford to pay. With less than $4,000 annually, our property
here at Lambert Castle, in storage, or at other locations will be replaced
or restored up to a set maximum amount. Providing this protection is one
of the most important decisions the current Board made.

OTHER IMPORTANT ADVANCES
CAP Architectural Assessment
Having secured a CAP (Conservation Assessment Program) Grant, the
Society received the first portion of the survey dealing with building and
architectural concerns of Lambert Castle. The valuable in-depth study has
been distributed to Trustees and Passaic County officials, and will be a
resource for future improvements.

Our Spoon Collection — considered to be the largest in the world — is
currently being more specifically defined to provide a better overview of
the strengths and weaknesses of the collection. This is in preparation for
installing a major permanent spoon exhibit on the second floor.
Not only is the Society anticipating its installation, but spoon collectors
from around the country are as well. The Society recently received word
from the Southern California Spoon Collectors Association that they are
donating $500 toward the installation of the spoon exhibit and hope to
see it personally in the future.
To complement the spoon collection, the Board has agreed to initiate an
Archival Collection of Reference Materials on Spoons and Spoon Collecting.
This is a truly exciting development because there is only one other
existing body of such materials in the country — in Texas — and it is not
easy to access. Last month, we received our first donation to the collection from Nebraska. It includes approximately 30 years of an out-of-print
spoon collecting newsletter. We may in future receive other donations
from collectors who are showing exceptional interest in this new archives.
Another noteworthy acquisition is not part of our collection, but is to
be housed at the Castle. This is a conference table and chairs that is
owned by the County and is now kept in the second-floor round room. A
Committee has been established to restore the furniture and renovate
the room as a conference room for the Society and for public use as a
rental.
One last thing related to our collection. You may have noticed that
Curiosities, which have for many years been housed in the second floor
Gem Room, have been taken down and re-installed in Mr. Lambert’s
bedroom, where they are very effectively arranged.

New Committees
Last year I appointed three new committees:
History and Education — long a Society committee, but largely
dormant — this committee was reactivated and contributed greatly to
History Day, and its members were considering ways to augment our
educational programs and also bring local history to the public. The
unfortunate illness of the committee chair halted work, but this committee
will be reappointed for next year, and I am seeking interested participants
to further this basic mission of the Society.
Corporate Outreach was instituted to seek ways for the Society to partner
with area businesses. A business list was obtained, a brochure is being
prepared, and the committee plans to reach out to selected businesses
in the next club year.
The third committee was Government Outreach, appointed to seek a
better relationship with county government. We’ve had several meetings
and a most favorable outcome with county representatives. I’m very
pleased to report that, in this organization year, the County released a
check in the amount of $25,000 to the Society. We had not received
these funds for eight years, but, as a result of re-creating a positive working rapport, this stipend was finally restored. In the next few months, the
Board will consider how best to use these funds.

Overview
Finally, I would like to say, that 2010-2011 was not an easy year. The
Society worked without a curator, without a librarian, and without a director.
Yet we’ve achieved remarkable advances. This is the result of a dedicated
and serious-minded Board of Trustees, a small but steadfast staff, and
the support of a corps of about 45 tremendously active volunteers.
The Passaic County Historical Society is an active and vibrant organization housed in a beautiful facility and with a meaningful mission.
Together we will continue our fine work and I know we will achieve even
more in 2011-2012. I look forward to facing the challenges with you.

Improvements to Lambert Castle
Some upgrades to the Castle facility can not be seen: things like
improvements in our electrical wiring, and the installation of a new hot
water heater, but these advances make a big difference in the efficiency
of building operations.
Some improvements are very visible, such as the floors. With our
program to restore and protect castle floors, refinishing has been completed on first floor rooms and the Gem Room and corridors of the second
floor. Carpeting has been installed on the steps, and removable protective

Geraldine Mola, President
4 May 2011
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Society to Remember Twin Towers
bol of arrogance; others, an environmental hazard; and still others, a prestigious corporate address.
In his talk, Gillespie will cover the life of the Twin Towers: the high hopes
during their planning and construction, the years during which they stood
at the pinnacle of the Manhattan skyline, their symbolic
meaning to the city, the nation, and the world — and
their heartbreaking demise on September 11, 2001.
A graduate of Yale University and a Fulbright Scholar,
Professor Gillespie is author of several books, including
his best-seller, Twin Towers, 1973-2001: The Life and
Death of New York City’s World Trade Center. He is frequently consulted and quoted by the news media. He
has often shared his findings with radio listeners on
National Public Radio and has appeared on Good
Morning America and Larry King Live. He has toured
theaters, coffeehouses, libraries and schools all over
the State of New Jersey with his unique interpretation of
the rise and fall of the Twin Towers.

This year the nation marks the tenth anniversary of 9/11—the calamitous plane attacks on the Twin Towers of the World Trade Center in New
York City. On that day, hijacked airliners also crashed into the Pentagon
and in a field in Shanksville, Pennsylvania, as the world watched in horror.
The Passaic County Historical Society will commemorate the event on Wednesday evening, September 7,
with a program, “Remembering the Twin Towers: The Life
and Death of New York City’s World Trade Center,” to be
presented by Angus Kress Gillespie, professor of American Studies at Rutgers University. The program will
begin at 7 pm at Lambert Castle.
Today the Twin Towers of New York City stand only in
the country’s collective memory, an image that calls to
mind sorrow and loss. But during the years that they
straddled the skyline, the towers meant many things to
many people. To the crowds of tourists who visited daily,
they were a man-made wonder with a breathtaking view.
To many architects, they were an aesthetic nightmare
worthy of disdain. Some people considered them a sym-

County Venues to Open for History Fair
The Passaic County Historical Society is sponsoring the third annual
county History Fair on Saturday and Sunday, October 1 and 2, from 10
am to 4 pm daily.
The 2011 event is being expanded to include visits to historic and
cultural sites around the county. This will be added to the assembly of
county historic and cultural groups to network and display their purpose
and services to visitors as has been done for the past two years. Table
displays will be set up at Paterson Museum, where a schedule of
programs is also being planned for the public
Lambert Castle Museum will be open for visitors to view the museum
and the current exhibit, “Honoring our Civil War Veterans.” They can also
enjoy Civil War Re-enactors on the grounds, where Company B, Second

Rhode Island Volunteers, will be encamped. To date, other participating
venues include Paterson Museum, Great Falls Visitor Center, American
Labor Museum, Clifton Arts Center and Sculpture Park, Dey Mansion, and
Ringwood Manor.
Admission passes to participating venues will be available with
explanatory brochures containing map and details. Passes will be sold
at most participating venues at a cost of $10. Children 12 and younger
will be admitted free of charge.
The third History Fair is shaping up to be a wonderful weekend to
celebrate Passaic County’s rich history and culture. Society members are
invited to participate.

Anti-Suffrage Program to
Highlight November Meeting
Professional actress Michele LaRue will present “Someone Must Wash
the Dishes: an Anti-Suffrage Satire,” following a brief quarterly meeting
of the Passaic County Historical Society to be held at Hawthorne Public
Library on Wednesday, November 9, at 7 pm.
Ms. LaRue, who tours nationally with a repertoire of one-woman performances, will represent the viewpoint of a woman in the early 1900s with
no desire to vote. Many women of that era fought against women voting,
as shown by this fictional speaker created by pro-suffragist Marie Jenney
Howe. Dressed in period costume, Ms. LaRue will perform Howe’s witty,
insightful monologue. It will be followed by a lecture that puts the Antisuffrage arguments in their sociological, historical, and political context.
(e.g., in 1912, a “truly womanly woman” really did not dare go to the polls.)
“Someone Must Wash the Dishes” was originally published in 1913,
by the National American Woman Suffrage Association (precursor of the
League of Women Voters). It was widely performed at suffrage meetings

around the country.
The current production premiered
in March 1994 during New York City’s
fourth-annual Womenkind Festival. It
was produced by and continues to
tour under the aegis of the East
Lynne Theatre Company — the only
theatre company in the country dedicated to reviving American plays
and other literature of the late 19th
and early 20th centuries
The program, free and open to
the public, is presented through the
support of the New Jersey Council for the Humanities.
Photo Credit: Ken Smith of Quiet Heart Images
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Civil War Exhibit
cont. from page 1

Civil War Programs
In addition to the exhibit, related programs have been scheduled at Lambert
Castle. On Sunday, September 18, at 4 pm,
S. Thomas Summers, author and educator,
will present “New Jersey’s Civil War
Odyssey,” featuring stories of New Jersey’s
involvement in the war from the book of the
same name. His presentation will include
untold and long forgotten stories of New
Jerseyans and how they coped with the
American Civil War.
On September 25, at 4 pm, “Discovering
Your Community’s Civil War Heritage,” will
be presented by Steven D. Glazer. The program, valuable for genealogists
and historians alike, is based on Glazer’s recent book of the same
name, an official research manual published by the NJ Civil War
Sesquicentennial Committee.
Both presenters will have the books upon which their lectures are
based available for purchase. Admission to the Civil War programs is free
to members, $5 for guests.

A highlight of the PCHS Civil War activities will take place on October
1 and 2, when Civil War Re-enactors from Company B, Second Rhode
Island Volunteers, will be encamped on the grounds of Lambert Castle.
There is no charge to visit the grounds and observe the re-enactors as
they demonstrate the soldier’s daily activities.

Annual Beefsteak Dinner
The Passaic County Historical Society is holding its annual Beefsteak
Dinner at the Brownstone in Paterson, NJ on Tuesday, October 18, 2011
at 6:30 pm. The Brownstone is located at 351 West Broadway, on the
Paterson-Haledon border.
In addition to the Brownstone’s famous “All-You-Can-Eat Beefsteak”
the evening will feature the renowned entertainer, Uncle Floyd, star of

Radio, Television, Movies and Nightclubs. Reservations for the Beefsteak
Dinner are a must. Seating is $50.00 per person and is only available
through advance purchase by contacting the Passaic County Historical
Society at Lambert Castle, Tel.: 973 247-0085, ext. 201.

Fall Bridal Show Planned at Lambert Castle
On Monday, October 10, Lambert Castle will be the site of a Fall Bridal Expo for future brides
and grooms. This will provide a direct opportunity for couples planning their wedding to meet
local wedding professionals serving the New Jersey area.
Professionals offering various products and services will be present with table exhibits or
demonstrations and also be available to provide advice and information. This will include everything needed for the wedding, such as wedding dresses and bridal fashion styles, tuxedoes,
music, floral arrangements, invitations, cake and catering, and much more.
Among the special features, “The Time Machine” will provide live entertainment, and there will
be complimentary hors d’oeuvres, and hot and cold food stations. The latest bridal magazines
and brochures will be available.
The event will begin at 6 pm and admission will be $5. To purchase tickets in advance, make
checks out to Passaic County Historical Society and mail to PCHS, Lambert Castle, 3 Valley Road,
Paterson, NJ 07503. For information, contact Claire Salviano, chairperson, at 973-626-4661.
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Spotlight on Members
The spotlight is on PCHS members who have been outstanding in a variety
of ways.

floor Gem Room in time for the Tea. The display consisted of tea posters
borrowed from the Morris Museum, varied collector’s teapots on loan
from members, and antique pieces from the PCHS permanent collection.
Members FRED AND JANET SPAIN are to be thanked for installing and
arranging to have the Society host the major exhibit, “Canals of New Jersey,”
which was on view from April through June in the third floor gallery. They
are long-time members of the Canal Society of New Jersey, from whom
the traveling exhibit was borrowed.

PROGRAM PRESENTERS
Each year a program entertains guests at the Victorian Tea, and this
year’s presentation was a delightful interpretation of how ladies used the
fan to communicate, entitled “The Secret Language of the Fan.” Written
and staged by President and Tea Chairman GERALDINE MOLA, the
program had a cast of ten costumed women — all members—whose outfits
symbolized the popularity of fans through the ages, including Oriental,
Empire, Spanish, Victorian, Edwardian, and even Roaring Twenties, when
this feminine accessory was still the “rage.”
The cast included IRENE HUNT, JOANNE POLNER and GERALDINE MOLA,
“proper” teachers of the Lambert Castle Academy for Ladies of Polite Society,
who explained fan positions and their meanings as MARIAN BOYKO,
AGNES ESIK, DOROTHY GREEN, DOLORES MOST, CLAIRE SALVIANO, JOAN
SANFORD, and ALEXSANDRA SIMHAOWICZ demonstrated for the audience.
The program, presented before eight Tea audiences, was very well received,
and cast members are to be commended for their fine performances.

HONOREE
On April 8 the William Paterson University Foundation honored alumni,
faculty and Friends of the University at its twenty-first Annual Legacy
Award Gala. Among the distinguished honorees was PCHS member and
volunteer VIVIAN SEMERARO of Clifton, who received the Legacy Award
as a Distinguished Alumni. A 1960 WPU graduate, Vivian is a retired
elementary and middle school teacher.

LIBRARY VOLUNTEERS
Despite working without a librarian for much of the year, the PCHS Library
remained open due to reliable volunteers who staffed the facility, assisted
patrons, and ensured that regular operations were maintained. To be commended for their dependable and unfailing work in the Library are NORMAN
RUTAN, BETTY LOU WALKER, NORMA GEIGER, and DOROTHY JORDAN.

OFFICE AIDES
The Society’s hardworking Assistant Administrator, DOROTHY DECKER,
has been supported in the office by volunteers. MARIAN BOYKO set up the
new office time clock system, got it working, and provided orientation on
operating it efficiently. Trustee HELEN MAULT comes in to do special copying
projects as well as collate, label, stuff and complete Society mailings.

SECURITY LEADER
In the last six months Trustee JOHN BOYKO has taken the lead in bringing the Lambert Castle security system up to speed. He has been working
with the security company to identify and solve recurring problems, has
successfully resolved a long-standing fire alarm malfunction, and is
spearheading the design and installation of our new video surveillance
system.

SOME CAST MEMBERS of the Tea Program, from left top: Irene Hunt,
Geri Mola, Agnes Esik, Marian Boyko, Dolores Most, Claire Salviano and
Joanne Polner.

EXHIBIT CURATORS
In the absence of a staff curator, Society members have stepped forward to put together or obtain top-quality exhibits for the public to enjoy.
Foremost in this area have been Trustees LORRAINE YURCHIK and MARIA
CARPARELLI, who are responsible for two exceptional exhibits this spring
and summer.
In April they planned a lovely show of “Antique Victorian Fans,” to accompany The Tea Program, “The Secret Language of the Fan.” The core of
the display was a collection of unique antique fans borrowed from the
Ridgewood Historical Society. Clothing and accessories from the PCHS
permanent collection supplemented the fans to make a memorable exhibit.
LORRAINE YURCHIK and MARIA CARPARELLI also partnered to curate
the current Civil War exhibit, doing the research, selection of materials,
exhibit development, installation, and all collateral print materials. They
are to be commended for the superior work of their two recent exhibits.
Also responsible for putting an appealing and interesting exhibit
together were Trustee ROBERT HAZEKAMP and member/docent ROBERT
ESIK, who organized the lovely “Teapot Exhibit” installed in the second

PLANT AND GARDEN EXPERT
To improve the grounds around Lambert Castle, Trustee LINDA SPIRKO,
owner of Ploch’s Garden Center in Clifton and Strawberry Blossom Home
and Garden Center in Wayne, is developing a new landscape plan to be
implemented in partnership with the Passaic County Parks Department.
Work is expected to begin in the fall.

PERSONNEL COMMITTEE
A group of Trustees has been handling the serious and time-consuming
task of filling staff positions. Led by Chairman MARIO ROSELLINI, the
Personnel Committee includes JOHN BOYKO, SHARON BRIGGS, MARIA
CARPARELLI and GERALDINE MOLA. They have assessed staff needs,
developed job descriptions, placed personnel ads, screened applicants,
interviewed prospective candidates, and plan to recommend selected
candidates to the Board in September.
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The Epic of the Great Falls
By Virginia Wallerius

Note from the poet
I think Paterson’s history has so dimmed through the years that most area residents don’t know the rich background [it] has. Because
my ancestors were part of the fabric of Paterson, l felt compelled to study about the city. As a young woman, I worked in the offices of
Revenue Accounting, New Jersey Bell. I can say that the shopping mecca was at its peak at that period of time. I can recall my
Grandmother telling me in great detail about the blizzard of ‘88. My Grandfather was involved in the 1913 strike and, as a result, was
blackballed. He had to seek employment in New England because of this. My Mother was a Jacquard weaver in the mills and I also
had an Aunt who was a quill winder. My Father and Grandfather helped people save some of their belongings by hauling those belongings
away to escape the devastation of the Paterson Fire in the very early 1900s. So you see where my inspiration came to write this poem.
I referred to the New Jersey Almanac Tercentenary Edition 1964-1965 to document much of the information used in the poem. I also
have an on-going book where I store data collected over the years about Paterson and what happened there.
–V. Wallerius, Haledon, NJ

8

