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Quarterly Meeting - Stephen Foster Songs
On September 5, President Annita
Zalenski opened the fust meeting of the
2007-08 year with a general summary of
current activities. Following Annita's comments and those of other officers, Lecturer,
Singer & Guitarist Richard Roden was
introduced. Mr. Roden enthralled the audience in the Castle atrium with vignettes of
American history and bits of humor as he
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musical talent. The program included com-

mentary on the background and signifi-
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cance of each song as well as a musical ren-

dition with guitar and vocal accompaniment. Following the conclusion of Mr.
Roden's program the audience responded
with a hear$elt standing ovation.
Stephen Foster was our nation s first
professional songsmith. Today, his music
is considered by many to be our major
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Book Sale
A recent book sale at the Society
reduced the number of duplicate books
in our collection and in the process pro-

vided historians and genealogists an
opportunity to purchase hard to find
books on local history and genealogy,
Through the years, the Library's

to expand
through the generosity of the Genealogy
Club and private donations. The book
sale profits will enable the acquisition
program to continue.
collection has been able
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The Passaic County Historical Society is a pioate, not-for-profit 501 (c) (3) educational institution.
The Society operates and m.anages lnmbert Castle, which is owned by the County of Passaic.

Then and Now
hy Phil laeger

Our "Then and Now" section will focus on Paterson and the northern end of Garret Mountain. This break in First
Mountain was used by the Morris Canal in its 102-mile journey between Phillipsburg and ]ersey City. Decades later the
right-of-way of the Boonton Branch of the Delaware, Lackawanna and Western Railroad ran adjacent to the canal at this
location.
The southeasterly postcard view is from the early 1900s. In the center of the card is the Morris Canal which began
service to Paterson in the early 1830s. Paterson's relationship with the canal was principally that of receiving anthracite
shipped to coal yards primarily located off Marshall Street. An exception occurred starting in the 1860s wherr brownstone
quarried in Little Falls was hauled to Paterson by canal boats for the construction of Saint |ohn's Cathedral. The canal
ceased operation rn 19A.
In the late 1860s the canal com-

pany sold land to the D.L.&W.
Railroad for its proposed Boonton
Branch. The rafuoad's right-of-way
is shown in the postcard and is
defined both by the stone wall supporting its roadbed and the adjacent
telegraph poles. The wall itself was
constructed of rubble obtained from
the face of Garret Mountain. In1928
the railroad opened a new and ele'
gant station on the eastern slope of
Garret Mountain on land formerly
owned by the canal company. Grade
crossings at Mill and Barclay Streets
were eliminated as a result of the
railroad's realignment. Boonton
Branch operations ceased in 1963

with part of the right-ofway designated for future
use as an interstate highway-

Construction

of

Interstate Route 80 through
Paterson was completed in
1971,. Ustng the near vertical face of Garret Mountain
as a reference point the contemporary scene was taken
from the shoulder of Route
80 West where a century
earlier a photographer had

stood to capture the postcard view.
Reminders of the
Morris Canal and D.L.&W.
Railroad remain today. The
steps off Marshall Street
across from Mary Street
once provided access to the canal and now lead to Canal Streel The Lackawanna Plaza street sign and the Barclay Street
bridge, still with its checkered ends atrd1927 builder's plate, survive as reminders of the railroad that once skirted Garret
Mountain.
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The Silk Road
by Robert

kslie

Long before Paterson, known to many as Silk City,
was a gleam in Alexander Hamilton's eye, the trade in silk
had literally taken place for thousands of years. Its roots
take place in China although its exact beginnings are lost in
the mists of time. Myth attributes the discovery of silk to
Lei-tzu, wife of the Yellow Emperor of China, who ruled for
one hundred years untiJ 2,597 B.C., but archeologists have
discovered silk artifacts at least 6,000 years old.
The way silk entered the west was through the Silk
Road that started from Xian in western China and traveled
over a number of trails and roads through central Asia and
ended at the Mediterra-nean Sea at Antioch in present day

Turkey.
Before continuing our journey, let's look at Bombyx

mori. This is the silk moth that lives for only two weeks
without fiying. But it does lay eggs from which hatu-thin
larvae are hatched. These larvae only eat
the leaves of white mulberry but they eat
five weeks worth of these leaves consum-

Cohen

merchanb traded in silk and brought in silk growers. SiIk
was established in Italy soon after, especially in Florence.
Francis I of France, in the sixteenth century, invited Italian
silk experb to create a silk industry especially at Lyon.
James I of England, who reigned fuom 1603-7625,
attempted silk growing and tried to introduce it into the
American colonies as an alternative to tobacco growing.
Other attempts largely failed however except in Kentucky
where Shakers were somewhat successful. However, in the
1800s, in the U.S., a new attempt was made especially in
Paterson, N.J., and this attempt was very successful.
Paterson's establishment as a town built to manufacture cotton products based on a new British system
developed in the 1760s had its successes and failures
through the 1790s and up to the War of 1812. That War
gave Paterson and its mills a number of military contracts
but the ending led to a decline in the industry. Roswell Colt, after taking over lead-

ership of the Society of

ing thirty thousand times their birth
weight. After this time, the caterpillar
stops eating having turned into a
skintight grub with a tiny head. For the
next three days the silk strands are produced from its salivary glands

Useful

Manu{actures in the 1820s led a comeback
in the cotton trade inchrding supplying the
entire U.S. Navy sailing fleet with its sails

by the 1830s. With the South providing
cheaper labor and being closer to the
source of cotton, the industry declined

in two

skands which unite surrounding its

while the silk industry was starting to rise.
In 1838 Christopher Colt began the
It is before the birth of the moth
first spinning of silk in cousin Samuel
after a few days in the cocoon that they
Colt's gun mill. That's right, the fust CoIt
are steamed and the silk harvest begins.
guns were produced right in Paterson and
Humans can unravel the filaments
some r.ue examples are on exhibit at the
through an eyelet ttren on to a wheel.
Paterson Museum.
The thread from a single cocoon can
Christopher Colt, not being sucunravel over a mile. Silk makes a strong
cessfuf sold out to George W. Murray in
rope even stronger than a steel rope of
1U6. Murray needed expertise in silk
the same diameter. The fabric itself is an
weaving and turned to John Ryle. Ryle
enduring one. Maoy silk fabrics have
acquired his knowledge in a mill operated
survived for tens of generations when Ancient Japanese women sliced
by his brothers in Macclesfield England.
unearthed. The silk thread is then woven mulberry leaves and fed them to
By 18/16 Ryle bought out Murray and the
into numerous varieties of products. the silkworms
silk industry in Paterson started its sucThis whole process is called sericulture.
cessful upswing. \A/hile silk cultivation
This was a jealously guarded secret by the Chinesg but like still took place in northern Italy, China and ]apan, silk prodpaper and fueworks and other inventions from China, the ucts were manufacfured primarily in Paterson. Paterson's
secret traveled to the West and in 552 A.D. silkworm eggs production peaked in the 1880s with the city producing two
found their way to Constantinople. ln the meantime the thirds of the silk products made in the United States. One of
silk trade continued over the Silk Road until the mid-fif- the owners of a mill in Paterson, Catholina Lambert, built
teenth century when China closed its end due to an isola- his home on Garret Mountain overlooking Paterson :u;r1892.
tionist policy.
It is now home to the Passaic County Historical Society.
Silk entered Europe through the Moorish conquest
For a variety of reasons soon after the 1880s, the silk
of the Iberian Peninsula in the eighth century and through industry started to decline. But that is the topic for another
trade reached Venice in the thirteenth century. Venetian story. And quite a story it is, too.
body.
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George Tic.e Reception and

Book Signing
The Society

was
honored
very pleased and
to have had the opportunity to host Paterson ll, art
exhibition of photographs
by award-winning pho-

tographer and printer
George Tice. During the

suruner months,

the
exhibit drew many visitors

to the museum's thirdfloor gallery.

Tice is a master.
He has the ability to capture beauty in the ordinary, the neglected, and
the mundane. Most of the
images that comprised the
exhibit were taken
between 2000 and 2005,

although a few photographs were from an

George Tice and Rep. Bill Pascrell at Paterson lt Exhibit Opening and Book Signing.

earlier period of Tice's forty-year documentation of his home state, New jersey.
George's work is in the permanent collections of the Metropolitan Museum of Art, the Smithsonian
Institutioru the Art Institute of Chicago, International Center of Photography, the DeCordova Museum and
Sculpture Park, the Columbus Museum of Art, and Bibliotheque Nationale, in Paris.
Rep. Bill Pascrell Jr., a former teacher and mayor of Paterson, attended the opening day reception and
book signing. He warmly greeted Tice and spoke of his work with admiration. The Herald News quoted
Pascrell as saying, "I always felt he captured the character of Paterson in all its manifestations: the good, the
bad, the light, the dark".
Although the exhibit closed on October 7, the Society Museum Store will continue to sell copies of
Tice's book, Psterson 1I. The book retails for $50; however, members of the Passaic County Historical society
are entitled to receive a10% discount.

20th Annual Holiday House Boutique
at Lambert Castle
November 3 through November 25, 2OA7

HOURS: Wednesday, Thursday, Friday - L0 a.m. to 9 p.m.
Saturday and Sunday - 10 a.m. to 5 p.m.
Closed Mondays, Tuesdays, and Thanksgiving Day

TUE
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PCHS November Meeting

Volunteer Meeting

in Little Falls
Our next meeting will be hosted by the Little Falls
Historical Society on Wednesday, Novemfut 7, at 7:30
p.m. at the Little Falls Civic Center. The Civic Center,
located at L9 Warren Street, is diagonally across the street
from the Little Falls Public Library. The evening will consist of a brief business meeting followed by the slide program "Main Street, Little Falls, Then and No'rM," given by
Cliff Swisher, former president of the local society. The
meeting will conclude with highlights of a recent successfulfund raising involving sponsorship of historic photos
of Little Falls.
The Civic Center is itself historically significant.
Constructed as a Works Progress Administration projec!
the building was dedicated as the town's post office in
7937. Two years later, James Brooks, one of the New Jersey
artists in President Roosevelt's New DeaI projects, painted
the mural "Labor and Leisure" in the post office lobby.
Artistic themes of that era such as rural life, family activities and manual labor are depicted in the mural.
Tn1999 the post office moved to a new facility on
Main Street and in 2001 the former post office became the
Little Falls Civic Center. The building houses the offices of
the Little Falls Historical Society and is used for meetings
of local organizations. Please join us at the Civic Center for
an informative evening of local history hosted by the Little
Falls Historical Society.

Every year many dedicated volunteers spend hours
of their free time at the Passaic County Historical Society.
Approximately 6,400 hours were donated to the Society
from September 1,,2006, to August 31,2007. I4lhen this figure is multiplied by the New |ersey minimum wage of
fi7 .15, it amounb to fi45,760.
Some of our volunteers assist at fundraisers such as
the Holiday House Boutique or the Antique Show; others
come in on a more regular basis to volunteer in the library,
at the museum reception desk, or as docenb. In addition,
the Board of Trustees devotes many volunteer hours to the
Society throughout the year.
A general meeting of all volunteers was held on
Monday, September 10. After a tour of the museum and
library, participants received copies of the Docent Manual
or Library Volunteer Manual. Guidelines for the Holiday
House Boutique volunteers were also distributed.
The meeting and tour was followed by donub and
cider provided by the Refreshment Committee.
If you would like to join our team, please call the
office at 973-2474085 x 200. We can always use more help;
we could not keep the Museum and Library open without
our volunteers.
Sincere thanks to all members and friends of the
PCHS who take the time to volunteer. We greatly appreciate and value your help!

2OO7-2OOB PCHS Genealory Club Meetings Resume
Genealogy Club President Bill Ware opened the
Club Year with a presentation outlining the many
published resources available for family historians and
genealogists. Bill brought more than 50 of his books and
other printed material from his personal collection to the
meeting. He encouraged members to look through these
items for leads that could be helpful to their research.
BilI told the audience that there was not any single
place to locate books they may need. He advised club members to search for books for sale in regional museums and
historical societies, regular and specialty book stores, (be
stre to cluck tlw bargain bins), arrrd the intemet. Bill, an experienced genealogist, made suggestions as to where and how
researchers might find answers to some of their more perplexing research problems.
Membership in the Genealogy Club is a benefit of
membership in the PCHS. Meetings are usually held at the
Castle from 10 a.m. to noon on the 2nd Saturday of the
month - September through May; however, the November
and December meetings this year will be held at the
Hawthorne Public Library, Hawthome, NJ.
Cal7973-247-0085 x 200 or check our online calendar
at http: / / www.lamberkastle.org/ calendar.html for meeting information.
2007-20fl,g

Bill Ware, Genealogy Club President
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PBS Documentary Crew Vistis

Paterson and the PCHS
Filmmakers from a Maryland production company
recently visited the PCHS Library after a tour of The Great
Falls District of Paterson They were scouting locations and
seeking information for a documentary about Alexander

Hamilton. The film, titled Redrscoaeing Alexander Handlton,
will focus on Hamilton's economic theories. Hamilton,
Paterson's founding father, was the fust United States
Secretary of the Treasury.

The team that met in the Society's Library with
County Historian Ed Smyk and PCHS President Annita
Zalenski included Richard Brookhiser, host and writer of
the upcoming documentary and author of Alexander
Hamilton, Anteican; Michael Pack, director and producer;
and Leslie Sewell, coordinating producer. The documentary

will air on PBS in 2009.
Former Patersonian Leonard Zax,Esq., an advocate

for obtaining a National Park designation for the Great
Falls, was also at the meeting. Many local officials and historians are hopeful that the film will aid efforts in reviving
the Great Falls Historic District and the City of Paterson.

The Great Falls, Paterson, NJ
.

Paterson can be aptly called the "Cradle of
American Industry". It was near the Great Falls of the
Passaic River that plans for an industrial metropolis were
developed at the end of the eighteenth century.
In 1791, Secretary of the Treasury Alexander
Hamilton helped promote a private, state chartered corporation, the "Society for Establishing Useful Manufacture"
(S.U.M.). It was through Hamilton s influence that the
directors of the S.U.M. located the town of Paterson at the
Great Falls. The new town was named after William
Paterson, the Governor of New Jersey, in appreciation for
approving their business plans. The S.U.M. plarured to utilize the Passaic River to supply waterpower by diverting its
water through a three-tiered raceway system.
Although the S.U.M. failed to realizs its manufacturing objectives, they did succeed as a real estate developer and supplier of power to the growing number of various
industries that were building factories around the area of
the Great Falls. The industries that ultimately emerged produced textile machinery, steam locomotives, silk weaving
and dyeing, revolvers, aircraft engines, and various other
products.
The S.U.M. continued its corporate existence well
into the 20th century.In1945, its property, assets, charter
rights, raceway system and steam and hydroelectric power
plants were sold to the City of Paterson. Twenty-six years
later, the non-profit Great Falls Preservation and
Development Corporation was established to restore and
redevelop the historic mill buildings and raceways. On fune
6,1976, President Gerald R. Ford visited Paterson and offi-

cially designated the 119-acre Great Falls/S.U.M. historic
district as a national historic landmark. A number of mill
buildings have been rehabilitated for use as offices, living
space, cultural facilities and schools. On Thursday, October
2-1,,2004 Governor James E. McGreevey designated the area
as the Qlsaf Salls State Park.

The City of Paterson's Great Falls Visitor Center,
conveniently located across from the Great Falls at 65
McBride Avenue Extension, offers educational services that
include historic interpretation and guided walks featuring
an overview of the District, its significant industrial architecfure, history, and current projects. For information about
Visitor Center hours and services ca17973-279-9587.
Source:

http: / / www. passaiccountyni.org/ ParksHistorical/
Historical_Atfractions / grehdallslhtm

Wedding Bells and Best Wishes
for Diana Massur
This month we bid a bittersweet goodbye to Diana
Massur, our librarian/ rcg1sffar/curator. Diana will be
married at the end of October and moving to Virginia.

During her years with the Society, Diana has
helped many patrons, staff members, volunteers, and
ttustees, and done a myriad of tasks with a smile. Her
pleasant disposition and willingness to help solve puzzles,

whether it was a research problem, computer glitch, or
mystery artifact, will not be forgotten.
Although professional relationships end, personal
friendships endure. We hope Diana will always remember
her many friends at the PCHS as we will always remember
her.
Best wishes from us
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