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LAMBERT CASTLE
Born is Yorkshire England in 1834, Catholina Lambert came

to the United States in 1851 and found employment as a
g4-per-week clerk at the silk-manufacturing firm of Tilt &
Dexter in Boston, Massachusetts. Purchasing a part interest
from the retiring Benjamin B. Tilt, Lambert became a partner
in the new Dexter, Lambert & Company in the mid-1850s.
Catholina Lambert had visited Paterson on business many
times, inasmuch as that city had become one of the nation's
leading centers of silk and silk machine manufacture. In 1861
Lambert purchased th e22-acre estate of James Close located
.iust east of the northeastern point of Garret Mountain, on the

hlTE#

gAETtE

ANNUAL MEETING NEWS
New officers were chosen at our Annual Meeting, May 7.
Stanley Lacz, of AEP Associates, Little Falls, will serve as
president; William O. Storch of Wayne, Financial Consultant,
will serve as vice-president; Flavia Alaya, Associate Professor
of English Literature at Ramapo College, vice-president;
Duane Paul, manager, West Milford office of Richard Schlott

Real Estate, treasurer; Jo Ann Cotz of Midland Park, as
secretary. Following the elections, and a short business
meeting, Barbara Irwin of The New Jersey Historical Society
presented a talk on Geneology and Family History.

eastern side of Valley Road, naming this property

"Maplewood""
Lambert decided to expand his successful Boston business,
and purchased a mill on Straight Street in Paterson, moving
part of the firm there in 1866. The business prospered and
added signigicant mill buildings in 1877, 1878, and 1879. Two
more large mills were erected at Hawley and Honesdale in
Pennsylvania in 1881 and 1889. "Mr. Lambert became well

known in both industrial and artistic circles" His financial
success in the silk field enabled him to pursue the agreeable life
of an art collector."
In the early 1890's, wishing to construct a new residence for
his family and art collection, Lambert chose a tract of about 26
acres directly across from Maple,"vood on the eastern slope of
Garret Mountain, at the western end of a gentle slope and just
at the foot of the escarpment. Lambert's new home was to be a
castle, which, when completed, would be a combination of

elegent residence and art gallery. Tradition has'it that as a
Continued on Pg' 3

Trustees William O. Storch, Dr. D. Stonton Hammond and Dr. Flauia
Alayo at the Annual Meeting. G.K. Liuifsonos

Meet Our New Trustees
Several new trustees have joined our board this year giving
the society a broad spectrum of talents and specialties upon
which it can draw. Among those named is Bertrand Boucher of
Little Falls, chairman of the Department of Environmental,
Urban and Geographic Studies at Montclair State College.

Professor Boucher has contributed numerous articles to
magazines and journals in his field and was editor of the
Research Beport Series issued by the Department of Environmental and Urban Studies.
Trustee for the past year, Jo Ann Cotz, of Midland park, will
serve as society secretary this year. A graduate student at New

York University in anthropology, Ms. Cotz is president of

Lambert Castle circo 1910. PCHS collection

Archeological Research Consultants, Inc. She did extensive
research on the 19th century Dublin Neighborhood of paterson
for the Archeological Salvage Project sponsored by the Great
Falls Development Corporation.
Also named trustee is Frank Loscalzo Jr. of Frank Loscalzo
Jr. & Associates P.A., Consulting Engineers, Ringwood. Mr.
Continued on pg. 3
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The "Ameica" in Rock Islond

John Herbst and Cotherine Keene presenting Memories

"*.;

Joan Mondale.

Seruice, 7869.

Grant's America
The Pride of Paterson
Many famous engines were made during Paterson's ninety

years as a locomotive center. The Civil War engines
"GENERAL" and "TEXAS", plus the Union Pacific's "No.
119" clearly illustrate this fact. Of all these engines none gave
us more pride than the "AMERICA" or "Silver Engine" build by
the Grant Locomotive Company in 1867. The "AMERICA"

was the showiest engine ever rolleil off the Grant erecting
floor. All of her fittings, trimmings, and her entire boiler jacket
were of the finest quality German silver. Her cab was a
masterpiece of the joiners' art, inlaid with select hardwoods.
Her cost to the builder was an amazing $40,000. Shortly after
her completion the "AMERICA" was shipped to the Universal

Vice Presidential Library
On May 9, 1980 society trustee John Herbst and Director
Catherine Keene attended a ceremony dedicating the first
Vice Presidential Library, at the home of Vice president and
Mrs. Mondale in Washington DC. They attended the ceremony
to present Memories by Jennie Tuttle Hobart to the collection.

The library consists of 120 volumes by or about Vice
Presidents and their families. Mrs. Hobart was the wife of
Garret Augustus Hobart of Paterson, Vice president to
William McKinley the 23rd President. The rare privately

road numLrer 109, and kept her name "AMERICA". She
opened the Rock Island service into Council Bluffs, Iowa, in
May of 1869, took part in the great excursion over the

printed volume was one of three in the society's collection and
we were pleased to have the opportunity to donate it.
Mrs. Mondale, who took an active part in the organization of
the library, was especially pleased to receive this book as it was
one of only a few written by Vice Presidential wives. In it Mrs.
Hobart cronicles her experiences in Washington. Memories
was the only book that Mrs. Mondale chose to quote from in
her dedication speech.. She mentioned how relieved she was
that Mrs. Hobart's custom of receiving 1200 visitors every
Wednesday was no longer followed.
The library, first proposed by Dr. Willard Boyd, president of
the University of Iowa, was created with the assistance of Dr.
Leslie Dunlap, professor of library science atihe University of
Iowa, Dr. Marvin Kranz of the Library of Congress, and James
R. Ketchum, Curator, Commission on Art and Antiquities of
the U.S. Senate.

Leavenworth line, and in 1871she hung up some notable speed
records in the Chicago-Omaha mail contract races.

MAKE A DATE

Exposition in Paris, France. She was the only engine from the
United States entered in the show. While at the Exposition she
not only won the respect and acclaim of the spectators but of
the judges who awarded her the Gold Medal for the "Best
Engine of the Show", an honor known to no other engine.
She did not end her days there, however, but was purchased
by the Chicago, Rock Island & Pacific Railroad. She was given

The "AMERICA" was the greatest example of the quality
work done by the Paterson locomotive manufacturers. By the
end of 1880 the Grant Locomotive Company was the third
largest producer of locomotives in the country, just behind
Baldwin and Rogers; also at the end of 1880 Grant was the

To visit Lambert Castle Museum's first major exhibition, our

second largest producer of locomotives in the city of Paterson,

I-AST CALL:

just behind Rogers.

The Grant Locomotive Company enjoyed ten

more
prosperous years in Paterson before moving to Chicago in
1890. The "AMERICA" lived many more years before being
scrapped. She was without a doubt the most beautiful and
most expensive locomotive ever built in Paterson.
Robert Dubits

centenary celebration of the distinguished career of Paterson

sculptor Gaetano Federici. The exhibition will run from
September 24, 7980 thru Febraury 1, 1981 (with a portion
travelling to William Paterson College in the Spring)

for Federici u.,orks to include in our (we hope) comprehensiue
catalogue to be published for the exhibition. Many of these
hque been dispersed; whereabouts unknorun
Hou.r
- to us.will
about you? Basic focts are needed; owner privacy
be
respected.in any published material. Please lrelp us to make
fhis /isf as complete os possible, this tribute to a great local
artist the best it can be.

Lambert Castle
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delivery boy in his homeland, Lambert often brought parcels to
Warwick Castle, which could have influenced his later decision.

Early in 1892, stonecutters began assembling scores of
brownstone blocks cut at local quarries, and construction on
the castle began. By the end of the year, the main portion of the
castle was completed, and in i893 Lambert and his family
moved from their Maplewood estate. Lambert named the
castle "Belle Vista" after both his wife Isabel and the fine view
afforded by its location on Garret Mountain.
By mid-1896, a large wing (100 x 35 feet) was added to the
northern end of the castle to house Lambert's extensive
collection of paintings and statuary. To the north of the art
gallery was added a 300-foot-long colonnade, which gave Belle
Vista "...an even more palatial appearance."

Also completed in 1896 was a 70-fr:ot-high castle tower,
erected west of Belle Vista (just behind it) on the top of the
escarpment. The tower was used as an observatory and
summerhouse and was made accessible by the construction of
a winding carriage road up the face of the mountain. The castle
towbr afforded a magnificent 360" view of the surrounding
area, and Lambert delighted in entertaining there.
Several excellent photographs of the complete castle
complex are owned by Passaic County Historical Society and
the Passaic County Park Commission, both presently housed

in Lambert Castle. This picture shows the complete
Vista. The 1892 structure appears at the left as the

Belle
main
building, the 1896 art gallery is the structure to its immediate

right, and the colonnade is at the far right. The 1896
Observatory Tower stands at the eastern edge of the
escarpment. The foreground of this photograph shows the
landscaped lawn surrounding the castle complex.
"The labor troubles of 1913 in Paterson and elsewhere put a
great strain on the silk manufacturing business and by 1914,
the firm of Dexter, Lambert & Co. found itseif in such financial

difficulties,

it decided to liquidate." To firm obtained

some

credit late in 1914 in an effort to meet company liabilities, but in

to obtain a trust

The creation of Garret Mountain Park required large-scale
modification of the castle complex and grounds to suit park
planning and to cut maintenance and repair costs. On June 3,
1976, Lambert Castle was placed on the National Register of

Historic Places"
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a licensed Professional Engineer in the state of New
Jersey. He is a member of the Ringwood Rotary and charter
member of the Ringwood Chamber of Commerce.
J. Palmer Murphy of Little Falls has also joined the board.
Retired vice president and cashier of New Jersey Bank, Mr.
Murphy is an active community leader, currently director of
the Passaic Boys Club, secretary and trustee o{ the N.J. 4-H
Foundation.

Loscalzo is

VOLUNTEER NEWS
The society is very fortunate to have a number of talented
volunteers working in the museum this summer. In addition to
long time guides Virginia Peterson and Harriet Frederickson,
Jim Levendusky of Clifton, Robert Dubits of Paterson, Diana
Skierski of Fairfield and Carolyn Pascal, an intern from William
Paterson College, have all been helping out on weekends.
In other areas, Harriett Schweig and Jody Wadell, interns
from William Paterson, have been working on organizing and
cataloguing the collection. Walter John Williams, a member
from Ridgewood, has been answering geneological enquiries
and putting the geneology room in order, and Ann Bernath and
Dorothy Halbert have been helping out in the library. Carolyn
Pascal has also been developing special tours for school
children. They have all been working hard and deserve our
thanks for alltheir efforts.
There is always lots to do here at the museum and we
welcome volunteers in all areas. If you are interested contact
Catherine Keene at the society o{fice.

On a sadder note: We were very sorry to receive the

mortgage from the

resignation, due to ill health, of long time guide Marie Smith.

Paterson Safe Deposit & Trust Company. The trust mortgage
was reported to be in excess of one million dollars, and

Marie was a well loved and valuable member of our staff and we
are sorry to see her go. We wish her all the best in the future,
and hope that her health improves.

1915 Lambert had

required Lambert to offer his entire estate as collateral.
Unfortunately, this last-ditch effort failed, and for four days in
February of 1916 over 350 of Lambert's paintings and many
pieces of sculpture were sold at auction in New York City's
Plaza Hotel. The sale brought almost $600,000, which
amounted to only one-third of the estimated worth of the
collection. Subsequently, the firm's mill buildings were sold to
foreign investors.
Catholina Lambert died at age 89 February 15,1923, having
survived his two wives, Isabel and Harriet, and seven-of his
eight children. His only remaining heir, his son Walter, had
lived at the castle with his wife and family, but within a year of
his father's death offered the castle for sale. In 1925, the City of
Paterson purchased the castle complex at public sale and
thereafter utilized the structures and grounds as a health
institution for children--the Paterson Tuberculosis Health
League. By 1930, the castle complex, grounds, and, in fact,
most of Garret Mountain, had been obtained by the newly
formed Passaic Couniy Park Commission.

Catherine Keene addressing Annual Meeting. G.K. Liuifsonos

