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JAMES BUNN

of modest o-rigins, James Bunn was born in New york city in August 1g14. when
still a young boy, his father died, and from that time on, the lad-'s strug[le for a livelihood
was of the severest kind.

- 
l,,at9r' he alway-s gnjoyed telling of the days when, as a boy, he had peddled fish

thr_ough the streets of New York, and of the trips he made over ihe roads Letween the city
and Paterson.

His old white horse was as familiar a sight on the roads to Hackensack and Paterson,
as was little Jim himself. He vividty recalled the ferry before it was run by steam, when
the wheels of the boat were propelled by cranks that the passengers worked. Such a trip to
Jersey City consumed hours, even in the most favorable weather.
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The only road leading to Paterson was by way of Hackensack for the Plank Road was
not yet in existence. Through the storms and sleet of winter, Lit t le Jim made the journey
alone on his f ish wagon, often taking days to reach his destination. After disposing of his
produce, he would return to New York, and repeat the whole tr ip the fol lowing week.

A keen wit,  with a cheerful disposit ion and a faculty for making fr iends, he gained an
early popularity which did not diminish through his long life. He knew nearly all of the
great men who lived in and around New York in the early part of the century, and although
he had a persistent gift for telling stories, he suffered from a slight speech impediment
bordering on a stutter.

His trips to Paterson continued for more than ten years, when he settled there per-
manently with his wife, the former Rebecca Cornwill. They had married in New York, but
came to Paterson in 1842.
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fFrT HE subscriber respeciful ly inforrns his fr iends
*f l .  nnd the pt ib l ic ,  t l rat  l re intends to open, on

Saturday next,  en lgfb

tc"EI}vG H,O$SE'
in tho bui ld ing recentty occupied'  t ,y I \ t r l  Gerret
Von lVagonerr. in [\ larket-streef., gpposite Congress
Hnl l ,  Patcrsor, .where he .proposes to l*eep I IE'
FRESITIIENTS of t l re best k i r rd,  such nr Oyeters
io every var iety of  sty le,  Game, Pies,  and Fis l r ,
prepared in tbe best mauner ond at  a l l  geasong,

He rqi l l ,  a lso,conl inus his old Spsiness of ,supply '
ipg his cq$omem ,with Fisb, Oystorsr Lobsters; &c.,
ot  r rgusl .
'  Fami l ier  suppl ied rv i th Op'sters nt  the s l ror tept

JAI\TE$ BUNNI4otice.
Patersoq, Augusl 7; lQ*4. 5,Q,7

In August,  1844, he opened an
"Eating House" at the corner of Con-
gress (Market) and Hotel (Hamilton)
streets.  Later,  he located at  212-214
Main street, near the site of the old
Walden's Opera House. His business
was widely known and patrontzed by
the most prominent people in the city.

When Roswell  Colt,  who l ived in
his mansion on the hi l l  by that name,
had part ies the witty and versati le James
Bunn was cal led upon to help entertain
the guests. In this capacity, he was to
meet Daniel Webster and many other
celebrated statesmen of the day.
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Former James Bunn home, corner Clark & Smith Streets, Paterson.

In August, 1 860, Bunn moved into a very handsome new residence he had erected at
the corner o-f Smittr and Clark streets, a house built by Peter J. Terhune. Later, Bunn
bought the large residence on the corner of Congress and Union streets, and converted it
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