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GILBERTdu lvlorlER, lv4ARQUts
de LA FAYETTE
Perched on a hill high up on the watershed
of south-central France, in the province of Auvergne, stands the ancient Chateau de Saint Roch
ciechavaniac. Here on September6, \7s7, Marie

the Palais de Luxembourg, and shortly afterward
entered college. From this time onward he made
many acquaintances with dignitaries in both
church and state.
His marriage to Adrienne, second doughter of
the Duke d'Ayen had been
arranged for the couple
when they were children
and the wedding took place
on April 11, 7774 in the
chapel of the great home
of the bride's family, Hdtel
de Noailles on Rue St.
Ho,nor6, in Paris.
The young Lafayettes
were frequent visitors to
the Court of Louis XV at
Versailles. IIe was present
at a supper given by Mme.
du Barry in the Trianon
palace when Louis XV was
striken in his last illness,
danced frequently
with
Louis XVI's young, fair
and brilliant Queen Marie
Antoinette and frequented
LA FAYETTE
the Court of the young

t

Pa u l J o, s eph R o c h Yv e s
Gi l ber t
du M o ti e r
was
born. This little boy, who
was usually called "Gilbert, " was the son of a colonel of the French Grenadiers, the l\{arquis de La
Fayette. His mother was
of the highly
influential
and wealthy de l{oailles
fa mi ly ,
daught e r
o f th e
Marquis de La Riviere.
Shortly after Gilbert
became two years old, his
father was kilted while engaged in the Seven Years'
War whereupon his mothe r lef t Chav ani a c
and
'
joined her family in Paris
leaving her son in the chateau with his two aunts
and his grandmother
du
Motier. IJpon the death of
his father, Gilbert du Moti e r inher it ed
th e ti tl e
Marquis de La Fayette.
Two years after his
father's death, his mother and grandfather de
bloailles died. Thus at a very early age the lad
af Chavaniac was Marquis de La Fayette, Baron
de Vissac, lord of St. Romain, Fix and other
places as well as lord of Chavaniac and extremely wealthy for the La Riviere fortune was
inherited by him.
About the time that the young Marquis was
twelve years old, he left the chateau for Paris
rvhere he made his home with the family of his
great-grandfather, the Comte de La Riviere in

of thisperiod,
wrote:
""ff$re
"I have still less to say
. of the

short
favor I enjoyed as constituting one member
of the youthful society
The bad effects
produced by a disguised self-Iove and an observing disposition, were not softened by a
natural simp'licity of manner, which without being improper on any great occasion,
rendered it impossible for me to bend to the
graces of the court or the charms of a supper in the capital.,,

In many respects the youthful Lafayette resembled Washington. often displaying a grave,
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They were gratefully accepted and the Marquis
purchased a ship with cargo and sailed with
"Baron" de Kalb and a handful of ot,her Frenchmen for America.
The ship, "Victoire" arrived
at the bay of Georgetou'n, north of Charleston,
South Carolina on the evening of June 13, 1777.
Lafayette presented himself to the Congress,
offered his services in the Revolutionary army
and was presented to General \A/ashingt,cn who
received him into his military family.
Lafayette fought valiantly with the American army in September 7777 at the Battle of the
Rrandywine where he was wounded; and soon
him
afterw ards, the C ongress commi ssi on ed
At the Battle of Monrnouth in
Major-General.
June of the next year he held an important
command.

- by

J acques

I N THE VI CI NI TY
SCENEIN AU VERG NE
OF CHAVANIAC

cold exterior he sometimes gave an erroneous
impression of timidity and embarrassment. But
underneath this exterior there was concealed an
active mind, an enthusiastic spirit and a most
determined and honorable character. Within a
very short while, the Marquis saw quite enough
of the elegance, the pomp, the hollowness and
wickedness of the Court.
Lofoyette Decides'to Go to Americs

I
i

{
I
i

g
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t
i
I
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Following Monmouth, the British returned
to the New York area and Washingtcn movecL
On this
his army towards the Hudson River.
rnarch, Lafayette and other generals of the st,aff
with General Washington entered Passaic County. Marching northward from l\ew Brunswick,
they very probably passed through Acquackanonk and followed the York road to the Great
Falls. For here they stopped on July 11, 1778,1
viewed the falls, ate a cold lunch under a large
oak, and filled their canteens with water which
flowed from a spring near the trunk of the
tree.z They then moved on to Paramus where
the army rested four days and Washington with
his staff were entertained at the "Hermi,tage" by
the lovely widow, Theodosia Prevost.
Meanwhile, France had declared war on
Lafayette, being a commissioned
Great Britain.
officer in the French army, asked the Congress
for a leave so that he might return to F'rance and

Mr. Sitas Deane was asked"by a secret committee of the Congress to go to France to learn
the attitude of the French government concerning an alliance between France and America.
He arrived in Paris in the Spring of 7776. By
that time, the Marquis de La Fayette had acquired a very great distaste for the political life
then existing in France, he despised Great
Britain for her domination of his native land but
was intensely interested in the report,s reaching
France of the American struggle for th,ei,r
independence.
Shortly after Mr. Deane's arrival, young Lafayette obtained a conference with the American
ciiplomat and within a year's time, he had offered
the American his services without remuneration.

q

+
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give this date
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authorities
2. For a detailed account of this
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assist her in thei,r war. Congress consented and
the Marquis landed in France in January 1779.
He at once became involved in the affairs of his
native country, both political and military although he kept in mind his friends in America.
Before his return to America in the spring of
1780, he had aruanged with the French government for men, supplies and ships to be dispatched to America where they were so desperately needed.
In April 1780,'washington assigned General
Lafayette to the command of an elite army consisting of six battalions in two brigades. This
army was to be known as the Corps of Light
Infantry and was composed of picked men who
w-erebetter clothed and armed than the remainder of the army. Their uniforms were smart
and military, each soldier had a helmet made of
hard leather, which held a crest of horse hair.
The officerswere armed with hatf-pikes, the subalterns with fusils ( flint-lock muskets ) and both
groups were supplied by General Lafayette with
short and long sabres. The General was very
:
proud of his command.
Lafayette's Light Infantry came into passaic
county with washington's army on october g,
and remained here until November 27, 1280.
While the main army stretched from the Great
tr'alls westward beyond Totowa, with details at
the Notch, Little Falls, and the "Rirfle camp" in
West Paterson, Lafayette's corps and Lee's legion
were encamped at Wagaraw (now the Borough
of Hawthorne ) .3

I
t

G

While encamped at Wagaraw, Arnold's treason occurred. The treason of a highly respected
general, the capture of Major Andr6 and the flight
of Arnold on a British man-of-war bore heavily
upoir the Commander. During this trying period,
Lafayette was a confidant of Washington, he
served on the committee which tried and condemned Andr6 as a spy, he was ordered by Washington to cooperatewith the French forces at sea
in an attempt to capture Arnold. He took part
in the final campaign of the war which terminated in the great victory at Yorktown. In the
Battle of Yorktown, a very large share of the
credit for the superb victory went to Lafayette,
who on his 24t11birthd zy, had a large command.
Upon the defeat of Cornwallis at Yorktown,
the French fleet retired to the West Indies and
3. See Bulleti.n
J u l y 19 5 1 , V o l . III,

of The
No . 10.

Passaic

County

Historical

Society,
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Lafayette returned to: France where he became
engaged in France's great struggle for a more
democratic way of life.
Lofoyette Returnsto Americq
During the term of President Monro,e, an
invitation was extended by the Government of
the United States to General Lafayette for a visit
to America. The General accepted and was graciously received. Then again in 1824,he received.
another invitation and arrived on a small packet
on August 15, 7824. Lafayette wrote in his Memoirs that this, his last visit to his "beloved 1and
of liberty," was one of the happiest events of a
very long carreer in political and military life.
A great reception had been prepared for him
at Castle Garden in New York. "About six thousand persons had assembled in that immense
area, and the evening being clear and calm, the
whole passed off happily, o*ing to the excellent
arrangements of the committee."a
within a few days after his arrival in New
York, Lafayette and his party consisting of his
son, George Washington Lafayette, his secretary
M. Auguste Levasseur and his faithful servant,
left for Boston which began the grand tour of
America, taking him from the Eastern Seaboard.
westward as far as St. Louis and from Maine to
Louisiana.
From the humblest village through which
the General passedto the capitol in Washington,
every one did him honor. The village folk with
flowers and flags and the Government with a gift
of $200,000and 24,000acres of land expressed a
young Nation's appreciation and gratitude for the
unselfish services of the "Great Democrat."
On September 23, 1824, while passing
through New Jersey, General Lafayette paused
for short visits in Powles Hook ( Jersey City) ,
Newark, Elizabeth, Princeton and Trentotl. IIe
stopped for a few days in Bordentown and visited
with Joseph Bonaparte in his mansion along the
Delaware before taking a boat from that place
for Philadelphia.
It was not, however, until 7825 when Lafayette paid his last visit to Passaic County where
he had been quartered with his Light Infantry
Corps for more than six weeks in 1780.
4. Valentine's
Manual,
1853.
r,{ote: James simmons,
a young man from passaic county,
attended the Castle Garden fete.
the white silk pants whictr tid
wore are owned by the Society.
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The dirt streets had been well sprinkled by
the fire department and they were strewn with
flowers. Two arches had been erected under
which they would pass.2 John Travers, Esq.,
chairman of the committee to receive the distinguished guest,s had everything arranged to make
the affair a memorable one. Said Mr" Travers
in his letter:
"I was chairman of the committee appointed to receive him. I got up a handsome
collation in the old Hotel+ and I then delivered him an acldressfor which he was pleased
to compliment me becauseit was he said a
very handsome welcome without a History
of the times or a sketch of his Biography
& in a few words."

{

One of the songs5 sung at the occasioh, to
the music of, 'Scots wha hae wi'Wallace BIeC"
began as follows:
"W elcome, uselcome, Laf ayette!
Thou &re good and thou are great
Welcome, uselcome to ollr State
Son of liberty.

Froma

i'n1825
ryr{:hngrtrr.o;.'m,!:l'

MARQUIS
deLAFAYETTE
Lofoyette Visits P'qtersoh,l82S
Over the past years, much has been written
concerning the visit of Lafayette to Paterson.
Traditions, as weII as many statements purporting to be factual, are at variance concerning the
details and even the time of this visit. The fotlowing account is based upon documentary material, much of it in the possessionof The Passaic
County Historical Society.
'The General left his apartments at Capital
Mansion House, Broadwdy, New York early
Thursday mornirgr'July 15, 1825. Ife was escorted to Hoboken ferry by the military, where
as the last act of courtesy they could show him,
a salute was fired."l
A detachment of Jersey troops under the
command of Colonel Mc Kean received him on
behalf of Governor Williamson, together with a
deputation from Hackensack where the General's party was to breakfast. After breakfast
the party proceededtowards Paterson which was
entered from the Manchester (Bergen County)
side of the river.

Shout thU praises to the skA
Prayers f or thee u)e send on High"
MaA thU memories neuer die!
Who hath, done like thee?"
In his letter Mr. Travers said, "The committee escorted him the same day to Morristown
where we arrived at about 6 P. M. and listened to
a very long address by Dr. Condit. It tired Lls
all so I felt convinced that my short address was
Inore acceptable if not more appropriate."
General Abraham Godwin's coachman, witliam Tonner ( or Tanner) had the honor o,f ,Criving General Lafayette with General Godwin to
Morri stow n.
They took the " di rect ',
r oad
through Parsippany6 and Whippany.
The Marquis de La Fayette visited America
four times. When he first came, he was the elegant, ti tl ed, w eal thy young gentl eman
of 19
years, much admired by General Washington and
Together they laid on the
soon his conf,dant.
field at Freehold under the same mantle and
talked dr,rring the hot summer night of the disgraceful conduct of General Lee during the Battie of Monmouth Court House. At Preakness
they discussed the terrible betrayal of West Point
and means for the capture of the traitor, of the
great necessity for additional aid in men, money,
ships which Washington hoped France might be
induced to provide.

{
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on his fourth visit, Lafayette saw the wonderful change wrought in a land blessed with
freedom and democracy. He was privileged to see
for the last time many of the men stil1 alive who
helped to secure this kind of life; as well as their
sons and grandsons who had been told of deeds
of this heroic man of France. Again, he received
the greatest tribute a grateful country could give
one who had given so much. But Lafayette took
away to France those ideas of human and political rights, voiced so clearly by Thomas Jefferson
and his compatriots for the enrichment
of
F-rance.

The town of Paterson was founded in the
Summer of 7792 and during the following year
families began to gather to the vicinity of the
Fa1ls with the view of securing employment in
the new venture. These were poor folk. Many
of the children old enough to work were employed in the early mills and shops with wages
so low that their parents could not afford to send.
them to school,which for many years were small,
private classes,usually taught by churchmen.

After an illness of two months, he passedon.
This was in Paris on May 20, 1834. However,
he still lingers in the hearts of many Frenchmen
and Americans who,, during 7957, celebrate the
two-hundredth anniversary of his birth.

An interesting document of the "s"u.M. collection," belonging to our Society relates to this
problem. It is a letter from one John Wright of
Paterson written on April rb, LTg4 to the Society
for Useful Manufacturing stating:

Lafayette had very close contacts in Passaic
county during the trying days of the American
Revolution and it is the hope that this brief story
of Gilbert du Motier may inspire many to pursue
a further study of this illustrious French genileman, So devoted to the cause of freedom and
equality in America, in France and elsewhere.
R. P. Bnoors
Notes:
l-. The Neus York Euening.post,_Thursday,
July 15, L925.
2. A sketch of the passaic Fdus, petef 'Arclideacon,-Fub.
Paterson.
A most interesting
account
of the deitii6f tfrei
celebration,
although
known to be somewhat
irfaccurate. 3. Letter of John Travers,
to wm.
Gledhill,
n*q.
11
March 1867. In the possession ofEsg,
irre passaic Counat'uiifirical
So c i e ty.
q. Also,_The
Belcher . Pap_ers. Owned by the Society.
4. See Bulletin
of The Passaic- County" HistoricalSocietv.
Vol.-III,- No. 1 for an account of the Old Hotel located in paieG""li
on Market
Street,- between
(now Hamiiioni
Union
and Hotel
Also, Relcher
Streets.
Papers.
5. The lelcher
Recoilections
of samuel
Mc cully.
Eapersl
6. Th.e l{euark
Eagle, July 8, LBZS.
6. Note:
A tradition-At_Parsippany
a stop was made at a
blacksmith's
to change a wooden spring wfricfr haA-neen nrof<en
while
traveling
on_ the old road. ^ rrrE nroxen--iprinilJuia-l.j
have been removed
from _the carriage
(of chaiiSj
cii' Cenerij
G_odwin, is in possession of the 'sociefy
aiio
*tt
b6
sebn-in the
- --- -r
Mtrseum

Bijou Theatre, Grand Opening
Aug. 13, ( 1893)
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The above advertisement appeared in "The call,"
August 13, 1893 as did also many others including the
following:

"R & G $2.00corsets for 75 cents"
"Sight-Singing and Voice Culture
\M. Seymour Twichell
Studio ,,202 Market Street"
,,L. A. Rogers'
Classical and Scientific School
Van Houten and Auburn Streets."

Pqterson's First School

nil#,:l:
*,,0'"1'#i,1fill,
:?ii:"n,[,

you not long ago. (There) is no place provided for the Tuition of the children belonging to the Factory, I have had thoughts of
teaching a Sunday schoolr if r could meet
with Encouragement I hope the education
of the children belonging to the people Employed by the Society is a matter the Di_
rectors will duly attend to, and p,rovide for
them as they in their wisdom may think
right.
I would thank you if you would be
so kind as to let me know by a line before
you leave town what you are likely to do
for me.
I am your very humble Servt
John Wright"

The Board of Directors of the society met
on April 15, 1794 ( the same day that John
Wright had addressedhis letter to them ) and Mr.
Colt, brought to the attention of the Board the
matter of the lack of educational facilities for the
children of the two-year-old town. He reported
that the i'parents were so poor and the wages of
the children so, low that they cannot get to
School, and if something is not done a number
of children will be withdrawn."
The Board
passed a resolution that Mr. Colt be autho rized
"to employ a school Master to teach the Children
on Sundays and that the compensation of the
I\{aster shall not exceed Ten shitlings per week.,,
Sunday schools in that period and for
twenty-five to thirty years afterward were used
for teaching children to read and cipher; and in
the latter part of the period they included the
1. The Sunday school refer:red to Fy Mr. wright
fact a school for teaching reading and cilifreiing.

was in

THH
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Two Old Markets of Paterson
Center Morket
In 1927, Mr. Frank Puglia tore down a building which stood for many years on Cross Street,
between Ellison and Passaic Streets. In the corner stone of the builditrg, among other things,
was a brass plate which Mr. Puglia gave to SamMr. Mc Kiernan presented
uel G. Mc Kiernan.
the plate to The Passaic County Historical Society and it is on exhibition in the Museum.

d
rfl

The plate bears the date, "Act 9, 7827" and
the following members of the Union Marhet:
John Strong, Peter Ward, Thomas lVfc Given,
urho were members of the committee for building, and James Close, Joseph Law, Nicholas Ryerson, James Ward, Dennis Mc Keirn&o, David
Reid, I{ugh Mc Given, John Kear and Charles
English.
-Courtes'U of Hauard GiLpLn
M ISS SARAHCOLT

rudiments of the English langusge, religion and
morality.
An otd tradition among Patersonians places
a Sunday school in Paterson as early as April
1794 when the twelve-year-old Sarah, daughter
of Peter CoIt, taught some factory children in the
basement of her father's home on CongressStreet
( across the street from what later became the
building of The Paterson Savings Institution ) .
This school was one of the very first o'f its kind
in America and the first in New Jersey.
From the minutes of the S.II.M. meeting
held on January 25, 7796, it seems that
a regular Sunday school had been established,
following Sarah Colt's venture, and that the "official" schoolmaster was John Wright for Mr.
Wright directed another letter to the Board of
Directors which received the attention of the
Roard. At this meeting it was "Resolved, that
the Superintendent do not charge any rent for
the said House2 whilst it was occupied as a
School lfouse."
About the year 1800, a school house was
buitt on the southeast corner of Broadway and
Prospect Street. It was a small, one-story structure. Here many of the factory children attended school dai,ly. This school marks the beginning of the day schools of Paterson.
2.
Wright

refers
The "house"
and had his
lived

to the
school.

small

tenement

where

Mr.

The architects were William
and David Reid.

Van Blarcom

This market, sometimes called the "New
Market," had a frontage of 100 feet on Cross
Street and a depth of 50 feet. It had two floors
and a basement with open sides to provide easy
access for the wagons of the farmers who brought
their produce here. The first floor was rented
and the upper floor was used for many years as
the lodge hall for the Druids.

F

U ni on Mqrket
On the maps of Paterson in 1835 a IJnion
Market is shown standing on Broadway three
Iots eastward from Parke ( Main ) Street.
Wqshington Mqrket
The Washington Market was housed in a
very handsome building erected about IB72 by
the Washington Market Company. This impressive building with its Mansard roof and cupolas
stood on Broadway and Washington Streets. It
had a frontage of 100 feet on Broadway and extended 200 feet down Washington to Fair Street.
The buitding was erected for the purpose of ridding the downtown streets of the nuisance and
traffic congestion caused by hucksters and vendors of fruits and vegetables whose wagons were
parked along the curbs.
The entire street floor of the Market was
used at first for market purposes but not proving successful financially, the stockholders suf-

t
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"The Pressof Pqterson"
By Wrr,r,ra1vl Gr,roHrr,

The earliest paper in any way connected by
name or location with Paterson, so far as I can
learn, was published in Newark in lTgL by a Mr.
'Wood,
and was called The l{eusark Gazette and,
Paterson Ad,uertiser. This paper was succeeded
by Th,eSentinel of Freedom.
WASI{INGTONHALL AND M ARKETBUI LDI NG

fered a total loss. It was then sold and bought
in by the bondholders who changed it into stores
and factories. tr'our stores were opened on the
Brcadway side of the building and the rear of
the building was used for light manufacturing.

e

Sorneyears later, a portion of the lower floor
was converted into an armory for companies A
and B and for the Gatling Gun Squad. The
second floor was used as a hall, known for many
years as "\Mashington Hall" while the third floor
had lodge rooms. Here met Ivanhoe and Humboldt lodges, F.&A.M. as well as the Improved
Order of Red Men. During the progress of the
annual ball of the Red Men on February B, 1890,
a fire broke out and quickly consumed the entire
building as well as a large quantity of military
equipment and lodge regalia and furnishings.

EARLY NEWSPAPERS
OF PASSAICCOUNTY
At a meeting of The Passaic County Historical
Society held on July 76, 1867, William Gledhill, Esq.r
presented a paper on the "Press of Paterson." This
address not only gave an historical account of the
early newspapers of Paterson but also called attention
to many of the news items and advertisements contained in the papers thereby adding to his historical
narrative.

{P

It will be remembered that Passaic County was
not formed until 1837 out of the northern part of
Essex County and the western part of Bergen County.
Mr. Gledhill's address was lengthy and we give it
considerably contracted. Editor.

of Paterson,
was long a resident
dying
1 William
Gledhill
in 1869. He was one of the founders of the early Passaic County
during
its rather
brief
Historical
Society and an active member
His son, the late Henry W. Gledhill, was one of the
existence.
incorporators
of the present Passaic County Historical
Society
The
in 1926 and he was, until his death in 1932, its Historian.
corner of Broadway
Gledhitl homestead was on the northwest
streets.
and. Straight

The first paper printed in the immediate
vicinity of Paterson was called The Bee and,Paterson Aduertiser. The press, types and other
materials were brought to Paterson from New
Brunswick by team, by Edo Van Winkle, father
of John E. Van Winkle of this cit;r. One Mr.
Conover came also from New Brunswick. Here
with a Mr. Haring, in a firm known as Conover
& Haring, The Bee was published in 1816. It was
a small weekly paper and it was published for
only a short time, soy about one year. The publication office was o,n or very near what is now
known as the northeast corner of Hamburgh
avenue and Water street, then in the Township
of Saddle River in Bergen County.
The next paper was The Bergen Erpress
and Paterson Aduert:i,serwhich was published in
the same building as was The B ee, it too was
short lived. It was not in existence in 182L and
it is quite probable that its life was about one
year.
The third newspaper published in this vicinity was in fact the first newspaper to be published in Paterson (of that d"y). This newspaper
was called The P'herwr.
The Pheni,r was followed by The Paterson
Chronicle and Esser and Bergen Aduert'iser. It
was established by Bradford '\ f. Lyon, familiarly
known as "Dominie Lyon." Mr. Lyon came to
Paterson from Litchfield, Conn. about 1817. He
was a bachelor and had been or was a clerk,
writer, pettifogger, pedagogue, politician and
editor" I knew him well and attended his school
kept by him on the second floor of the old Paterson Academy buildihg, standing at that time
on the southeast corner of Market and lJnion
streets.2
The Cluroniclewas flrst published on the last
Wednesday in December 782r at Parke street
Academy
2. The Paterson
stood where
the Franklin
Trust
now stands.
Company
The Society placed a marker
thereon
c_ggpe{ation_
th_eof
the
Franklin
Trust
Company
and
!!.rouqh
Historian
This marks
Gledhill
in 1927.
the site of Patdrson's
first free school.
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(now known as lower Main street); but shortly
afterward the plant was moved into the "Old
Hotel" on Congress street. Here during the
Spring and early Surnmer of 1822 the paper was
printed each Wednesday. During the Winter of
1822, Mr. Lyon moved again; this time to a new
building in Van Houten street, a few doors west
of the post offi.ce,where from Febru ary 20, IB22
rrntil May 29th of the same year, The Chroni,cle
was issued weekly. The 'Chroni,cleoffice was at
I\tro.19 Van Houten (as kno,wn in 1867).

Mr. Burnett continued publishing the newspaper until February 27,1833 when he published
his last number. Mr. Burnett was succeeded
by a new firm consisting of David H, Day and
Thomas Warren who continued to publish The
Intelligencer until Mr. Day's death in 1843.
Hereafter, the paper was issued by Mr. Warren
until the Fall of 1856.

But in L825 the types and the property of
the Ch,ronicle were sold at a sheriff's sale. David
Burnett, a journeyman in the Chronicle office,
purchased the property.

Then came The Paterson Courier, published
on the west side of Parke street by Alexander
S. Gould. The first number was issued on Tuesd"y, November 29,1831. This paper was issued
regularly on Tuesdays until May 27, 1834 after
rn'hich day it was issued on Wednesdays. On
November 5, 1834, Mr. Gould announced in his
paper his desire to sell the paper to any person
who will support the Jackson administration.
On December 10, 1834,Gould announced that he
had sold his establishment to TJzaIA. Crane who,
he said, will continue its support of Democracy.

After the sale of the Ch,rorucle to Burnett,
a paper called The Chronicle was published by
Abraham F. Ryerson in Paterson and was in
existence in 1827 although little is known concerning it. But it seems likely that this was a
continuation of the Chroni,cle which was started
by Bradford Lyon.
Meanwhile, when Lyon's Chronicle was in
full operation, another paper was started in
Paterson under the title of T'he Voice of Passaic.
The first issue of this sheet was on Tuesddy,
February 11, 1823. John G. Spencer was its
editor and its motto was : " And I heard a uoi,ce
sayi,ng let there be ligllt ond there 'was light."
Ben Wetton, an Englishman, cotiducted the
paper for some time with considerable smartness
and vivacity but was succeeded by Thomas G.
Metcalf and he shortly afterward by Gilbert J.
Hunt. Mr. Hunt left the paper in January lB24
and lhe"Vo'tce," which had been of a meddleso,me
nature and one to provoke a lot of controversy,
soon became stilled in death after a life of about
one year.
David Burnett and David II. Day formed
a partnership under the firm name of "Day &
Burnett" for the purpose of publishing a new
newspaper; and on September 14, 7825, they
issued their first number of The Paterson Intelli,gencer. Until March 28, IB27, The Intelli,gencer was published from the former office
of The Chroni,cle when it was moved to a small
building formerly used as a book bindery. This
building stood in the rear of No. 23 Van Houten
street ( as known in 1867) which Mr. Burnett
used many years as his residence.
The Day & Burnett partnership was dissolved on March 4, 1829. Mr. Day retired and
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The Paterson Intelligencer had a long life.
It was printed by a hand press and it was always
a weekly.

I

q
i

Crane's first appearance as publisher was
on Wednesday, December \7, 1834. He continued to publish The Courier until March 1836.
The paper failed to appear thereafter for about
one month when it was bought by Andrew Mead
who established a newspaper which he called
The Passaic Guardian & Paterson Aduertiser.
This sheet was issued from the old Couri,er office
and first appeared on Saturday, May 28, 1836
and continued each Saturday thereafter until
August 13 of that year after which it was issued
on Tuesdays.
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(After some remarks concerning Messrs. Gould
and Crane, Mr. Gtedhill completed the address stating
that the later history ,of the "Press" would be given
in a subsequent paper. We are unaware of a second
address but the history of local newspaper business
from 1816 to 1836 seems quite complete. The Passaic
County Historical Society has several copies of the
very early newspapers of the county and solicits any
issues which readers may possess and desire to see
preserved.-Ed.)

The "old road" better known as Ratzer
Road, running from Haledon to Preakness.was
laid out March 30, L77I.
At the "Gun MiIl" at the foot of Van Houten Street, Paterson, John Ryte spun the first
silk for use in sewing machines. This was about
the year 1840.

u

4

q

