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"A fine coach, hung on straps and very comfortable to ride in
. with room inside for nine
passengers and two more passengers can be
accommodated on top. A rack for trunks and
packages is fixed behind," so ran the advertisement for a "stage-wagorr".
This partiiular conveyance could be seen
early Monday and Thursday mornings, with
horses attach€d, in front of the Godwin House,
otherwise known as the Passaic Hotel, awaiting
passengers for Powles Hook ( Jersey City ) .
The route taken was down Kings Highway
to Acquackanonk Landing ( Passaic) and then
across Schuyler's Swamp to Powles lIook. As
the stage pulled away from the Passaic llotel,
it headed south-westerly ( along the only roacl
now known as Mulberry Street), to York Road
( now Broadway ) . York Road followed the line
of the present Broadway to what is now East
tr,ighteenth Street, formerly called "Dickey's
Lane." It continued on as far as Willis Street
( now Park Avenue) until "Buttermilk Lane"
(Vreeland Avenue) was reached. Thence it
continued to Market Street and into Weasel
Road ( River Road ) to the Landing. Of course,
the York Road or the Kings Highway was merely a dirt road connecting Totowa with the Land-

No. 12

ing with no thought of names for portions of it
during the era of the "stage-wago,n". This was
in the year I77 4.
\
The old hotel, starting point forlthe stage,
was newly built, owned and operated by Captain
Abraham Godwin. Built just prior to the Revolution and enlarg€d, repaired, renovated, and altered many times during its long history this
"publick House" well deserveshistorical consideration.
Located near the south bank of the Passaic
River in the little Dutch hamlet called Totowa,
this famous and ancient hostelry was intimately
con"nectedwith the hamlet, villsge, and town life
of the area now known as Paterson. That part
of the structure still standing in 1915 was condemned and completely demolished very shortly
afterward.
An advertisement appearing in the IrIeu:
York Gazetteand Weekly MercurA, Sept. b, L7T4
states that Abraham Godwin "has lately built a
very commodious house for tavern-keeping about
240 yards from his late dwelling house, ?t the
foot of the bridge and on the King's Highway".
He adds a statement that " a very convenient
room for danciog, and a fiddler, will always be
ready for the services of the ladies and gentlemen
who may require it". AIso a guide to attend any
strangers, who shall shew them all the natural
curiosities at the falls. This is signed "Abraham
Godwin Commonly called Gordon."
Mr. John Colt relates that the Godwin House
was a "Long stone buildihg, parallelogram in
form, with a kitchen on the east and the bridge at
the west," This statement was made in 7794-5.
In 1820, General Abraham Godwin, son of
Captain Abraham, added a long dining room to
the rear of the original hotel. During that time
when the hotel was under the management of
General Godwin, the Passaic Hotel had a statewide reputation as being the best hostelry in the
state. After the General's death in 1835, the
prestige started to, decline.
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An excellent map of the Totowa Bridge section of Paterson in the period prior to 7827 and
a very interesting account of the Godwins and
their neighbors is contained in the first number
of VoI. III. of the Bulleti,n. Copies are on sale
at the Castle Museum.
This map points out the location of Passaic
Hotel and also shows the triangle, where in the
1830's the "Village Green" was located. This
center of the village was in that triangle known
today as being bounded by Bank Street, the river
and Parke Street, or Main Street. However,
Parke Street stopped at Broadway until L822.
The frog pond was filled with much of the sand
which Mr. John Colt had removed from the hill
before he buitt his Mansion House north of
Market Street.
A contemporary of the olden days writes,
"Not including the falls, it (the village green)
was the prettiest spot in town, well shaded with
trees, with a common in the center where the
country circuses pitched their tents in the old
days. On the Parke Street side, it ran down to
the river. On the Bank Street side, it ran to a
roadway leading to the barnyard of the Godwin
House, the barnyard taking up a part of the
north side of the park." At one time, this park
was called the "Passaic Gardelts".
During the long existence of this public
house there were many different owners in addition to members of the Godwin family. So far
as the writer has been able to determine, the
name "Passaic Hotel" was carried up to about
7892. The building lost its classifi"cation as a
hotel about 1893 when it appears in the directories as a "boarding house", "lodging house",
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and "rooming house". Then in 1910,it reappears
as the "Continental Hotel", Adotph Smith being
the proprietor.
As was related earlier, the structure has
undergone many changes. The property up to
1888, consisted of lots numbered 59 to 7I River
Street. . In 1BBBthe Knickerbocker Building was
erected on that portion of the hotel property
consisting of lots 63 to 7 L River Street and the
photograph above shows this brick building on
the right of the hotel as well as the old bridge
approach on its left.
NIany, many important community affairs
took place in this historic hostelry. In 7792,the
location of the town of Paterson was decided
here by the founders of the S.U.M. who also held
many subsequent meeting here.
De Witt Clinton was lavishly banqueted here
in 1823.
The Passaic Countv Courts were established
from here in 1837.
The leading citizens of the town took rooms
here and entertained many of their distinguished
guests in the banquet room over many years.
OId Passaic Hotel is no more, but may it
remain in memory for the otdtimers and as a
most interesting historic site for the' youngsters.
It has been thought advisable to report in
this first issue of the Bulletin for the current year
of 1953, the extent of visitation at the Lambert
Castle Museum as shown by the registered signatures during 7952:
-January,
925;
-February,
r,62\;
-March,
1,603;
-April,
1,511;
-May,
2,624;
-June,
2,935;
-July,
3,030;
--August,
3,244;
-September,
L,707
;
-October,
L,623;
-November,
L,2T5;
_-December,
445;
Total for 7952
22,483
This year's attendance falls slightly below
the 25,000average of the last few years but is to
be accounted for by the extremes in r,veatherand
temperature during the late spring and the summer of last year.
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The Naminq Of
Hqwthorhe, N. I,
For many years, there has existed some
doubt as to how Hawthorne in Passaic County
received its name.
In the fiIes of this Society there is a manuscript written by Mr. William E. Janes, ?t the
age of 85 years who gives his version on the
question.
The editor appends pertinent facts
taken from the Janes manuscript.
"Previous to 1866", says Mr. Janes, "this
Borough, now known as Hawthorne, was formerly a part of Manchester Township ( Bergen
County ) . This district was composed of farmlands and the inhabitants turned their attention
to farming. The industries were Morrow's Mills
(See Bulletr,n, \ro1. III, No. B, p. 33) ice houses
. grist mills, two blacksmith and wheelwright
shops. . . ."
o'In 1866, number
a
of New Yorkers came to
this district and bought up several of the farms.
Train service to New York was via Erie R. R.
from Paterson, I{. J. To reach the depot in Paterson one must go on by a private team or walk.
The route was down the Goffie Road to N. Main
Street, across the bridge and so on to the depot.
"Mr. De Gray was successful in getting the
Erie R. R. to stop at Wagaraw Road for the benefit of the commuters and in August, 1867, zt a
meeting of the commuters, Messrs. De Gray, E. S.
'Wm.
Janes,
Oakley were appointed to visit the
officials of the railroad to learn what could be
done concerning the erection of a station in the
This meeting resulted in an agreement
vicinity.
whereby two trairs, each woy, were to stop daily
on signal.
"A signal pole was erected and on Mond dy,
August 26, 1867, about fourteen persons took the
train at 7:06 A. N{. A month later a small station was erected at the pole from funds contributed by the commuters and this little station became known as 'Norwood'.
"Vleanwhile a post office was established in
the hamlet through the efforts of Mr. E. S. Janes.
The postal authorities objected to the name "Norwood" as did also the Erie Railroad Company
as the latter already had a station of that name
on another branch.
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Many names were suggested as a substitute
for "Norwood".
Mr. Janes says that because of
the "fact that the fields abounded with the
grourth of the Hawthorne shrub, its characteristics being an emblem of Hope
. the name of
"Ifawthorne"
was adopted for the section lying
south of Diamond Bridge Avenue."

A Fish Story
At the beginning of the 19th century, shad,
sea bass, and"rock fish were in abundance in the
Passaic River. The falls basin was the favorite
fishing place.
The Bergen Erpress and Paterson Aduertiser of September 3, 1817 tells of the capture of
a sturgeon by some of the townspeople.
It appears that the fish was first seen in the
basin on the 31st of August, 1817 and soon a
large group of people congregated at the Falls.
Many were armed with stones, sticks, spears,
pitchforks and other implements for the "ki11."
This was not an easy adventure for the beast
managed to evaCe its enemies for a long time.
Then an idea impressed itself upon one o,f the
"flshermen." He managed to get astride the
monster while another grabbed the head and gills
of the big fish. It was finally dragged ashore by
the two "fishermen" where it was duly killed,
measured, weighed,- and caruied through the
streets of the town for the edification of its inhabitants.
The sturgeon weighed 126 pounds and was
seven feet six inches long, and the captors feasted their friends on it at the Passaic Hotel.
When the Dundee Dam was erected in 1858,
fishing in the Passaic River in the vicinity this
side of the dam dropped off.
The first pistol made with a revolving barrel
\nrasmade in 1830 by Samuel CoIt while on the
S.S. "Carlo". Mr. Colt whittled a wooden model
with his pocket knife. He obtained an English
patent in 1835 and one in America on February
25, 1836 as "an improvement on revolving firearms."
IIis Patent Arms Manufacturing Co. of Paterson, capitalized at $230,000in 1836 manufactured 24 caliber pistols, mostly Texas models at
flrst.
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Schools
in Passqic County
The first settlers along the Passaic River
were Dutch. Being a religious people and appreciating the value of a common school education for their childr€n, they were prompt in establishing schools in their settlements. In many
instances, the office of the schoolmaster was vested in the local clergYman.
In 1693, the legislature of East Jersey enacted its first law relative to public education in
its colony. This law provided for an election
annually of a committee in each township whose
duty was to select and to emptoy a schoolmaster
and levy a school tax upon the inhabitants of
the town to defray the expenses of the school.
The hamlets and the villages of Passaic
County were prompt in providing facilities for a
common school education of the young. Most of
these schools were semi-public, however. Some
were partly supported by churches, most of them
required the parents to pay some of the expenses,
while many others were private in so far as all
expenses were levied upon those attending.
However, there were schools in the little
communities. Perhaps the earliest one was that
established at Pompton. At Mountain View
( Mead's Basin ) a school was operating at an
early date; likewise, the old log school at Centerville (Athenia of todaY).
Very early in the 19th century, the Wesel
neighborhood. ( that section lying close by the
river in the vicinity of Cedar Lawn of today)
established a small school at or near the corner
of Market Street and Wesel Road. This is conceded to be the first school to be established in
what are now the confines of Paterson. It stood
for many years and under many different masters served its people ,aswell as schoolsof its day.
In I7g4, Miss Sarah Colt at the young age
of twelve, established a school in the basement
of her father's house on Market Street, Paterson.
Here o,r1Sundays she taught the children af the
poor factory hands working in the S.U.M., the
rudiments of reading and ciphering. Her father,
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Peter CoIt, was so well pleased with the undertaking that he was able to induce the S.U.M. to
employ a regular master and continue the work
begun by little Sar.ah Colt.
In the Spring of 7827, through the recommendation of several leading citizens of Paterson, a Town Meeting was called upon to act on
the question of establishing a free school for the
poor in the Paterson section of Acquackanonk
Township.
Meeting in June of that year, the
Township Committee alloted $275 to Paterson
and $125 to the remainder of the township to
pay the cost for the education of "such children
whose parents were not able to pay for their education" and on July 2, 1827 the F'IRST FREtr
SCHOOL IN PASSAIC COUNTY for the poor
children was opened. ( See tablet on Franklin
Trust Company Building opposite City Hall, on
Market Street, in Paterson ) .
The next step toward public education in
Paterson Township ( organized in 1831 ) was pursuant to an act of the legislature of 26 January,
1836, which compelled the township "to establish
one or more free public schools". This provided
free education for all children.
After 1836, the designation Free Schools for
the Poor was dropped and henceforth the schools
were known as Public Schools. These were free
to all classes and creeds.

This issue of the Bu,lletin of the Passaic
County Historical Society was entirely prepared
by our Society }listorian, Robert P. Brooks, who
for many years held prominent public school
principalships.
Hence this note is appended to
his article on "Schools in Passaic County" by our
Society's President, D. Stanton Hammond, during the absence of our Society's Secretary, Edward M. Graf, now on an exploration tour in
Africa.
One of the interesting crayon drawn portraits in the Lambert Castle Museum is of Rev.
J. C. Cruikshank, grandfather of the well-known
C'ornelius D. Vreeland of Preakness, I\. J. Rev.
Cruikshank was the first County Superintendent
of Schools for Passaic County, being appointed
under the school law put into effect in L867.

